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Twelfth Night, Epiphany, Baptism, and Evangelism

As | write, we are beginning the Third Day of Christmas, the feast of St. John the
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during Advent would be happening now. Christmas continues until Twelfth Night, the evening
of January 3", a night when Jill Beimdiek, in her time among us, held a party replete with rich
cakes and good conversation. Twelfth Night is the traditiona | joyous way to end the Christmas

season.

In England, the celebration of Twelfth Night was a
traditional time for mumming and the wassail. The yule log was
I left burning until that day, and the remaining charcoal was kept
until the next Christmas to kindle the new :
yule log and to protect the house from fire
and lightning. - Today in England, Twelfth
Night is still as popular a day for plays as
when Shakespearés Twelfth Night was first performed in 1601, and
annual celebrations involving the Holly Man are held in London.

A traditional dish is Twelfth Cake, a rich, dense, typically English
fruitcake . As in Europe, whoever finds the baked-in bean is king for a day, but
unique to English tradition other items may be included in the cake. Whoever
finds the clove is the villain; the twig, the fool; and the rag, the tart. Anything
spicy or hot, like ginger snaps and spiced ale, is considered proper Twelfth
Night fare, recalling the costly spices brought by the Magi. Another English
seasonal dessert is the jam tart, but made into a sixpoint star for the occasion to
symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and thus called Epiphany tart. The discerning
English cook will try to use thirteen different colored jams on the tart on this day for luck,
creating a dessert with the appearance of stained glass.

Epiphany follows on January 66 ww$ x Dx T EQa wOl EOU w
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In the West, the Epiphany celebration has chiefly commemorated the coming
of the Magi to worship the child Jesus.
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baptism, which marks the beginning of his public ministry and thus his
epiphany to the world as an adult. Our calendar recognizes all three
traditional celebrations: the coming of the Wise Men, the Baptism, and
the wedding feast at Cana.

il £ The new liturgical emphasis falls less on the Feast of the
Epiphany, WhICh usually falls on a weekday, and more on the Baptism on our Lord, which we
celebrate on the first Sunday after the Twelve Days of Christmas, the second Sumay in January.
The Baptism of our Lord is one of the four major days for baptisms in our liturgical year. This
year we will celebrate two baptisms on that day, January 8".
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his bursting into the world as God -with -us, Emmanuel. Thus, it is a time for g\%\‘%
us to show our faith by evangelizing others, bringing them to Christ. The X
Baptism of Our Lord may make that point a bit more clearly than either the
coming of the Magi or the first mirac le at Cana.

This year we will be teaching the children of the parish about baptism in Sunday School.
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report on them, and teaches them what it meanstobe sedl EwEa wUT I w' 0 0aw2 xpUDU
forever. We could all use a reminder of the significance of our baptisms as we bring others into
the family of God.

Faithfully, Ray+

The Mark Wells Jazz Quartet
Sunday Jan. 15, 4pm

Mark Wells on piano/vocals , Jason Foureman on bass, Abdullah Rahman
on drums and Kevin Van Sant on guitar. Not to be missed! Only one
performance so we encourage everyone to make plans to attend.

$25/gen, $20 sen/mil discount, $10 students




Evening Labyrinth Walk in
January

. Our first walk of the New
\\|: Year is scheduled

)i for Thursday, January

- =77 5th. If you haven't walked
our Labyrinth yet, we welcome you to
give it a try and invite a friend to join

you.

Come promptly at 7:00 pm if you wish
to see the optional orientation

video; otherwise, you are welcome to
come anytime between 7:00 and 8:15
pm to begin your walk.
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EHVSBI/OP(B)S Offering envelopes for
~—~_ ———""", 2012 are now available on
X- "2+ __| the table in the Narthex.
Sl Please call the church
office at 4842134if you do not see your
name on a set oif you need your

envelopes mailed to you.
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PARTNERING WITH MARGARET WILLIS

Parishioners adopted two
families from Margaret

Willis Elementary School

Al for Christmas. Others gave
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! various school supplies.

Thank you to everyone

who participated in this giving.

Several parishioners continue t
volunteer at Margaret Willis,
serving as tutors and
administrative helpers. If you
can serve Margaret Willis students with

the gift of volunteer time in thdNew

Year pleasecontact Nancy Herthel
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email address is herthelnj@bellsouth.net.

A big THANK YOUto
everyone who helped
with Adopt-A-Family
for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Your
generosity made the holiday celebration
more joyful for 14 families.




: Amanda Taheri

: Karen Dapuyen

: Justin Schwamm
: Martha Claire Sutton
: 3

: Brenda Thomas
= Chris Wilson

: Teresa Dagaz

: 10

: Linda Barnwell

: Bradley Timpac

: Katherine Whaley
: Kevan Revis

: Walter Clark

: Jennifer Williams
: Samantha Durgin
: Jared Baldwin

: 17

: Camille Nevarez
: Rob Richardson

: Theodore Schwamm
: 18

: Sam Jordan
: Sean Kelly

: Mary Russell
Sid Gardner




e As promised, here are the
WeHadAGreatTimeAndWeLookedGoooood pics!

Thanks to all for your much appreciated help and much

evident support!







