
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

Twelfth Night, Epiphany, Baptism, and Evangelism  

 As I write, we are beginning the Third Day of Christmas, the feast of St. John the 
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during Advent would be happening now. Christmas continues until Twelfth Night, the evening 

of January 5th, a night when Jill Beimdiek, in her time among us, held a party replete with rich 

cakes and good conversation.  Twelfth Night is the traditiona l joyous way to end the Christmas 

season.   

In England, the celebration of  Twelfth Night was a 

traditional time  for mumming  and the wassail. The yule log  was 

left burning until that day, and the remaining charcoal was kept 

until the next Christmas to kindle the new 

yule log and to protect the house from fire 

and lightning.   Today in England, Twelfth 

Night is still as popular a day for plays as 

when Shakespeare's Twelfth Night  was first performed in 1601, and 

annual celebrations involving the Holly Man  are held in London .   

A traditional dish is Twelfth Cake, a rich, dense, typically English 

fruitcake . As in Europe, whoever finds the baked-in bean is king for a day, but 

unique to English tradition other items may be included in the cake. Whoever 

finds the clove is the villain; the twig, the fool; and the rag, the tart. Anything 

spicy or hot, like ginger snaps and spiced ale, is considered proper Twelfth 

Night fare, recalling the costly spices brought by the Magi.  Another English 

seasonal dessert is the jam tart, but made into a six-point star for the occasion to 

symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and thus called Epiphany tart. The discerning 

English cook will try to use thirteen different colored jams on the tart on this day for luck, 

creating a dessert with the appearance of stained glass. 

Epiphany follows on Januar y 6thȭɯɯ$×Ð×ÏÈÕàɯÔÌÈÕÚɯɁÔÈÕÐÍÌÚÛÈÛÐÖÕɂɯÖÙɯ
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In the West, the Epiphany celebration has chiefly commemorated the coming 

of the Magi to worship the child Jesus.   
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baptism, which marks the beginning of his public ministry and thus his 

epiphany to the world as an adult.  Our calendar recognizes all three 

traditional celebrations: the coming of the Wise Men, the Baptism, and 

the wedding feast at Cana. 

The new liturgical emphasis falls less on the Feast of the 

Epiphany, which usually falls on a weekday, and more on the Baptism on our Lord, which we 

celebrate on the first Sunday after the Twelve Days of Christmas, the second Sunday in January.  

The Baptism of our Lord is one of the four major days for baptisms in our liturgical year.  This 

year we will celebrate two baptisms on that day, January 8th. 
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his bursting into the world as God -with -us, Emmanuel.  Thus, it is a time for 

us to show our faith by evangelizing others, bringing them to Christ.  The 

Baptism of Our Lord may make that point a bit more clearly than either the 

coming of the Magi or the first mirac le at Cana.  

This year we will be teaching the children of the parish about baptism in Sunday School.  
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report on them, and teaches them what it means to be sealÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÓàɯ2×ÐÙÐÛɯÈÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÖÞÕɯ

forever.  We could all use a reminder of the significance of our baptisms as we bring others into 

the family of God.   

Faithfully,  Ray+  

   

 

 

 

The Mark Wells Jazz Quartet  

Sunday Jan. 15, 4pm 
 

Mark Wells on piano/vocals , Jason Foureman on bass, Abdullah Rahman 
on drums and Kevin Van Sant on guitar.  Not to be missed!  Only one 

performance so we encourage everyone to make plans to attend.  
 

$25/gen, $20 sen/mil discount, $10 students  



Evening Labyrinth Walk in 

January  

Our first walk of the New 

Year is scheduled 

for Thursday, January 

5th.  If you haven't walked 

our Labyrinth yet, we welcome you to 

give it a try and invite a friend to join 

you.    

Come promptly at 7:00 pm if you wish      

to see the optional orientation 

video; otherwise, you are welcome to 

come anytime between 7:00 and 8:15 

pm to begin your walk.   

 

 

 

Offering envelopes for 

2012 are now available on 

the table in the Narthex.  

Please call the church 

office at 484-2134 if you do not see your 

name on a set or if you need your 

envelopes mailed to you. 
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PARTNERING WITH MARGARET WILLIS 

Parishioners adopted two 

families from Margaret 

Willis Elementary School 

for Christmas. Others gave 

ΨƎƛŦǘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ 

various school supplies.   

Thank you to everyone 

who participated in this giving. 

Several parishioners continue to 

volunteer at Margaret Willis, 

serving as tutors and 

administrative helpers. If you 

can serve Margaret Willis students with 

the gift of volunteer time in the New 

Year, please contact Nancy Herthel 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ 

email address is herthelnj@bellsouth.net.  

 
 

 

 
 

A big THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped 

with Adopt -A-Family 

for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  Your 

generosity made the holiday celebration 

more joyful for 14 families.        

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Taheri  2 
Karen Dapuyen  3 
Justin Schwamm  3 
Martha Claire Sutton 
 3 
Brenda Thomas  6 
Chris Wilson   8 
Teresa Dagaz  
 10 
Linda Barnwell  11 
Bradley Timpac  11 
Katherine Whaley  12 
Kevan Revis   13 
Walter Clark   14 
Jennifer Williams  14 
Samantha Durgin  16 
Jared Baldwin  
 17 
Camille Nevarez  17 
Rob Richardson  18 
Theodore Schwamm 
 18 
Sam Jordan   19 
Sean Kelly   19 
Mary Russell   19 
Sid Gardner   20 
Will Grantham  22 
Tom McCollum  22 
Chelsea Alecca  30 
Glenn Allen   31 
Bryan Hooper  
 31 

 

Meet Your New Wardens and Vestry  

Fitz Lee, Senior Warden ; Fitz currently  participates in 

the handbell and adult choirs.  He has been a member of 

Holy Trinity from 1999 -2001 and again from 2008 to the 

present.  Fitz is retired from the Ar my and has served in a 

variety of churches including a term on the Vestry of St. 

Christopherôs Episcopal Church in Killeen, Texas. 

Jimmy Driscoll, Junior Warden ; Jimmy has been a 

member of Holy Trinity since 2005 , he served as a 

member on the Long Range Planning Committee and on 

the Marketing/Communications Task Force. Jimmy did 

such an outstanding job as Junior Warden on the 

previous Vestry, we are glad he agreed to serve one more 

term.  

Annie Chisolm  has been a member of Holy Trinity for 

16 plus years.  She is actively involved with Altar Guild, 

Episcopal Church Women and serves as an Usher. 

Beth Early  has been attending Holy Trinity since 1992; 

she became a member in 1998.  She is involved with the 

Food Pantry, Parish Retreat, and she is a Sunday School 

Teacher. 

Amy St. Peter  has been a member of Holy Trinity for 

approximately 14 years.  Amy is involved with Vacation 

Bible School, Military Appreciation Committee, Parish 

Retreat Planning Committee; she was a Sunday School 

Teacher and the Nursery Coordinator.  Both of Amyôs 

children, Zachary and Zoe, serve as acolytes. 

Robert Yoakum has been a member of Holy Trinity for 

1 ½ years.  He is involved and an active member of the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew. Robert is also involved with 

Altar Guild, Rite 13, Morning P rayer and Bread Baking. 

 



        As promised, here are the 

WeHadAGreatTimeAndWeLookedGoooood  pics!  

Thanks to all for your much appreciated help and much  

   evident support!  

  

                               

                                                  

             

                                                

                                   

 

 

                                                                                

  

 

 




